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Fig.1 Contrast enhanced CT, showing a small round
mass (arrow) in the right ambient cistern adjacent to
the inferior colliculus.
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Fig. 2 Head MRI (Gd-enhanced, FE 340/14). A - C;
multiple tumors which have spread throughout the pon-

tomedurally cistern, right ambient cistern, and cerebellar
sulci (arrowheads) are shown. Note the distribution of
small tumors located in the subarachnoid space.
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Fig. 3 Spinal MRI (Gd-enhanced, FE
340/14) ; multiple tumors in the ventral

side of the thoracic spinal cord (arrows)
are shown.
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Fig. 4 CSF cytology. A - C (PAS stain) show menin-
gioma (fibroblastic or meningotheliomatous) . Note
whorl formation (B) and psammoma body (C) in the
clusters of tumor cells.
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A case of the cytologically verified intrathecal dis-
semination of benign meningiomas was reported. A 36-
year-old man was admitted to our hospital because
trans-sphenoidal surgery was planned for the repair of
CSF rhinorrhea caused by a recurrent pituitary adeno-
ma. The CT scan demonstrated incidental multiple
tumors spread throughout in the pontomedullary and
ambient cisterns. The head and spinal MRI showed
more than fifteen small tumors in the posterior fossa
and the thoracic spinal canal. CSF cytology revealed
benign fibroblastic or meningotheliomatous meningi-
oma with whorl formation and psammoma body. Sever-
al comments were made on the mechanism of the in-
trathecal dissemination of the meningiomas.
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